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Homeland and Other Stories is a moving collection that offers insights into many of the important themes in Kingsolver’s work: social justice, the dynamics of family, the importance of home and roots, the resiliency of children, toxic masculinity, the bond between mothers and daughters, and the importance of understanding oneself and one’s place in the natural scheme of things.  One of the most important stories in the collection, the title story Homeland, was one of the first formal pieces that Kingsolver wrote—that is, a draft of the tale written as a university student. “Homeland” is narrated by the granddaughter of an ancient Cherokee woman whose tribal name was Greenleaf. Great Mam, or “Ruth” as she was called by her “white” name, married the narrator’s great grandfather John Murray.  Great Mam comes to live during her final years with her Murray family in the Kentucky coal town of Morning Glory. There she tells stories to the children, “about the animals, their personalities and kindnesses and trickery” (6).  When she asks her great granddaughter Gloria to remember these stories, the child answers that the task is too hard, but Great Mam replies, “If it is important, your heart remembers” (6). As you read the story, what are the lessons that the granddaughter learns from Great Mam?
Other stories in the collection explore the damage of toxic masculinity, done to both men and women (“Rose-Johnny”), the intelligence and resiliency of children (Quality Time”), the dissolution of marriage and the family dynamics involved in domestic tragedy (“Stone Dreams”), and the indestructible bond between mothers and daughters (“Islands on the Moon”). Kingsolver’s characters in these stories are middle class working people, people who strive, dream and hope.  “Why I Am a Danger to the Public” follows a lady striker who will fight for her family and neighbors and stand tall in the process. Perhaps one of Kingsolver’s most poignant stories in the collection is “Rose-Johnny,” a moving story narrated by a child, whose keen perception shames many of the adults in the tale. “Rose-Johnny” is a powerful story about toxic masculinity and small-town hypocrisy where prejudice is often the norm.  It is also a child’s coming of age story and seeing through the darkness of human nature.  Like so many of Kingsolver’s stories, this tale helps us understand that judging our neighbors by the content of one’s heart and accomplishments is a better gage than superficial judgments wrought by prejudice. Explain.
